BRISTOL AND WEST WORKING GUNDOG SOCIETY ID 344

Spaniel Standing Instructions 2023/2024
All trials will be held under Kennel Club Field Trial Rules & Regulations and Code of Conduct and the BWWGS Spaniel Standing Instructions. Please read before entering.

This document includes covid risk instructions at the time of revision:
COVID: Legal limits and restrictions are currently lifted, however, the BWWGS will continue to follow any updated guidance issued by Government and the Kennel Club.  Sensible safety protocols will still be in place at our events. 

Basic requirements of dogs entered: see KC Field Trial Regulations J(A) and J(E)
Definition of stakes:
Open Stakes: A Stake in which dogs have the opportunity of gaining a qualification towards the title of Field Trial Champion (K Regulations refer) and towards entry in the Championship or Champion Stake.

Entries:
Entries and payment are preferred via FTMS (www.fieldtrial.info) or alternatively download a form from the website and send to the FT Secretary together with payment.  Cheques payable to: BWWGS.  The order of the draw will be emailed out via FTMS.  

Order of draws:
Open Stakes
Members’ first preference dogs which have gained places as shown above.
Members’ second preference dogs which have gained places as shown above.
Non-members’ first preference dogs which have gained places as shown above.
Non-members’ second preference dogs which have gained places as shown above.
Members’ dogs which have gained other places.
Non-members’ dogs which have gained other places.
Other dogs.
The foregoing places must have been gained in a stake qualifying for entry in the Kennel Club Stud Book. 

Novice Stakes: A Stake which is confined to dogs which have not gained a place, or places which would qualify them for first preference in the draw for Open Stakes. 
Members’ first preference dogs.
Members’ second preference dogs.
Non-members’ first preference dogs. 
Non-members’ second preference dogs. 

Owners entering more than one dog: 
In the event of over subscription, you must state a preference in the draw.  However, in cases of Joint Ownership of more than one dog, each of the owners may handle one of the dogs which are jointly owned, and each dog must be entered as a separate entry and will be treated as a single entry in the event of a ballot.  If a partnership enters a dog, only one of the partners shall be permitted to make a separate entry for a dog registered in his/her sole ownership.

Reserves: Must inform the FT Secretary immediately if the run cannot be taken up or fees may not be refunded.  See J6.f for exceptions. 
Closing dates: As stated on the schedule. 
Substitution of dogs: Will not be accepted by the BWWGS Spaniel section. 
Refusal of entry: The BWWGS reserves the right to refuse an entry without stating the reason. 
Cancelled trials due to bad weather: There will be a 50% refund. 
Judges are prohibited from entering a dog at a trial they are judging where it is recorded in their ownership or part ownership. 
Meeting and starting times: 08:45 for 09:00am – Competitors must report to the Chief Steward not later than 15 minutes prior to the published starting time.  Reserves will be substituted for absentees at the point when the Chief Steward calls competitors and judges together and makes his/her introductions.  This will be deemed to be the start of the trial. 

Red flag: Instructions from the dedicated Red Flag MUST be always adhered to. 
Picking up dog: There will be a dog whose sole purpose is to retrieve any game not recovered by dogs running in the stake. 
Changes to the schedule: Should circumstances so dictate, the BWWGS in consultation with the judges, may alter arrangements as necessary.  Such changes and the circumstances surrounding them will be reported to the Kennel Club at the earliest opportunity. 
No modification may be made to the schedule after publication except by permission of the Kennel Club, followed by advertisement in appropriate journals if time permits before the closing of entries. 

Welfare of dogs: A competitor whose dog(s) is/are entered at a Kennel Club licensed event should take all reasonable steps to ensure the needs of their dog(s) are met and should not knowingly put their dog(s)’ health and welfare at risk by any action, default, omission or otherwise.  A breach of this regulation may be referred to the General Committee for disciplinary action under Kennel Club Rules and Regulations.  The use of pinch collars, electronic shock collars or prong collars is not permitted at any field trial licensed by the Kennel Club.  This shall apply at the venue or within the precincts of the trial. 

Guns/quarry: Some types of quarry may not be killed with lead shot.  It will depend on what type of ammunition the guns have loaded at the time an opportunity presents itself as to whether duck, geese, Snipe, Golden Plover, Moorhen or Coot are killed. 

Appropriate dress: All competitors, Stewards or other persons attending a trial should be appropriately dressed and should consider themselves to be under the direction of the Chief Steward and officials of the society. 

Discipline: All handlers must carry out the instructions of the judges who are empowered to turn out of the stake any dog whose handler does not obey them or whose handler wilfully interferes with another competitor or his/her dog.  When in the gallery, everybody should remain close to the steward carrying the red flag to minimize the risk of accidents.  Noise levels should be kept to a minimum.  All dogs must be kept on a lead except when running.  Nobody should bring a dog to a trial unless it is competing.  Competitors may exercise their dogs prior to the trial by permission of the Chief Steward, but only when and where indicated.  Anyone continually disobeying these instructions will be asked to vacate the ground.  Bitches in season will not be allowed on the ground.  Any bitch found to be in season must be removed from the ground immediately.  No person shall carry out punitive correction or harsh handling at a field trial. 

Criticism of grounds, hosts, guns, officials or individuals at any time is in breach of Kennel Club rules; this includes using social media sites and is totally unacceptable.  The BWWGS will not tolerate any verbal abuse, aggression or disrespectful comments made directly or indirectly towards any officials or helpers at our trials.  We would politely ask that you are respectful to all officials and your fellow competitors.  Please refer to both the Kennel Club Code of Conduct and BWWGS Code of Conduct which is available on our website. 

Spectators: Prior approval of the FT Secretary is required for spectators to attend any of the society’s field trials.  The allowing of spectators will be reviewed with any new COVID guidance issued by Government or the Kennel Club. 

Videography and photography: Will only be permitted with the express permission of the Chief Steward, the host and those photographed. 

Liability: Neither the BWWGS nor the hosts of any meeting will accept liability for any accident, damage, illness or injury to dogs, owners, handlers, spectators or any other person or property whatsoever. 

Field trial committee on the day: Will be appointed from members present to act on behalf of the BWWGS. 

Website: www.bwwgs.org.uk 
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